[The implications and benefits of overseas nursing programs].
In the era of globalization, universities in Taiwan regard internationalization of education as an important item on their educational agenda, and expansion of students' overseas educational opportunities as a strategy by which to globalize education. Overseas nursing study programs can enhance nursing students' cultural competence, help them understand different healthcare systems within different cultures and countries, and assist their personal development (enhancing, for example, self-understanding, independence, and leadership skills). Appropriate preparation for students who are willing to participate in overseas programs includes language preparation and cultural preparation. The design and planning of "overseas nursing programs", and related discussion and research remain in a developmental stage, and might therefore serve as a focus for industrious future teaching and investigation.